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Arnaldo Cohen, Portland Piano International’s Incoming Artistic Director, 

Engages Portland with Whirlwind Week of 

Teaching, Performing, Leading and Meeting 
 

Brilliant Brazilian Pianist Performs Career-Retrospective Recital,  

Articulates Vision with 2013/2014 Season Announcement 

 
Welcoming Arnaldo Cohen, PORTLAND PIANO INTERNATIONAL’s new artistic director 

Teaching 

Sat, May 4, 2 PM 

Master Class 

Portland Piano 

Company’s new 

showroom 

711 SW 14
th
 Avenue 

Open to the public 

Free

Performing 

Sun, May 5, 4 PM 

Solo Recital, Bach, 

Brahms, Chopin 

Newmark Theatre 

1111 SW Broadway 

Tickets:  $14-$54 

portlandpiano.org 

503.228.1388

Leading  

Sun, May 5, 6 PM 

Inaugural 2013/2014 

season announcement 

from the stage, 

immediately following 

the recital

Celebrating 

Sun, May 5, 6:15-7:45 

CD signing and  

reception, Newmark 

lobbies; included with 

recital tickets 

 

On Sunday, May 5, when Harold Gray strides on stage to introduce the final performance of PORTLAND 

PIANO INTERNATIONAL’s 2012/13 season, he’ll signal not only the start of a much-anticipated recital but 

also the start of a new era.  

 

Gray, founding artistic director of PORTLAND PIANO INTERNATIONAL and its leader for 35 years, will 

welcome esteemed pianist Arnaldo Cohen in a dual role:  as Sunday's recitalist and as the new artistic 

director for PORTLAND PIANO INTERNATIONAL.  Maestro Cohen will announce his inaugural 2013/2014 

season from the stage, immediately following the recital. 

 

The charismatic Arnaldo Cohen, an engineer turned pianist, journalist turned professor, has, in recent years, 

become well known to Portland classical music audiences through a series of recitals with PORTLAND PIANO 

INTERNATIONAL and concerts with the Oregon Symphony.   

 

On the 5th, he performs a career-retrospective program that marks a diminution of his recital career.  

Maestro Cohen will continue to concertize with the world’s finest orchestras, including the Oregon 

Symphony (February 22-24, 2014, Rachmaninov’s Second Piano Concerto), but solo recitals will become far 

less frequent as he hones his focus on his two other jobs:  artistic director of PORTLAND PIANO 

INTERNATIONAL and professor at Jacobs School of Music, Indiana University, one of the world’s most 

acclaimed music schools.  

 

PORTLAND PIANO INTERNATIONAL has debuted many international artists but this is the first time it has had 

the honor of presenting such a turning-point recital.  Interest in the May 5 recital and season announcement is 

extraordinary.  Maestro Cohen has selected this career-retrospective program: 

    

Johann Sebastian Bach, Chaconne in D minor (transcribed by Ferruccio Busoni)  

Johannes Brahms, Variations and Fugue on a Theme by Handel, Op. 24  

Frederic Chopin, Scherzo No. 1 in B minor, Op. 20 

Scherzo No. 2 in B-flat minor, Op. 31 

Scherzo No. 3 in C-sharp minor, Op. 39 

Scherzo No. 4 in E Major, Op. 54  



Maestro Cohen observes that life is like a circle, that we often end where we began.  Similarly, a concert 

program is like a book, with one "chapter" leading to another, finally revealing the whole. There are many 

links -- in musical and personal history, composition and emotion -- in the May 5 program. 

The two opening pieces refer to the launch of Maestro Cohen's professional career, when he won First Prize 

at the 1972 Busoni International Piano Competition.  The inclusion of Busoni's transcription of Bach's 

Chaconne in D minor, originally written for violin, recalls Cohen’s early musical training as a violinist.  

Here, the pianist pays homage to Busoni -- an important influence in Maestro Cohen's life – and to Bach, in 

turn, a seminal influence on Busoni.   

As the Chaconne comprises a tribute from Busoni to Bach, the Brahms honors Handel.  Maestro Cohen 

performed the Variations and Fugue, one of the most distinctive and virtuosic of Brahms' composing oeuvre, 

in his winning program at the 1972 Busoni International Piano Competition.  His win there launched his 

career and led to a triumph at the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam.  

While both Busoni (1866-1924) and Brahms (1833-1897) lived and created in the 19th century, in Maestro 

Cohen's opinion, no other composer embodies its emblematic romanticism like Chopin (1810-1849).  He first 

heard Chopin's Scherzi in concert, in Rio, when very young -- long before he'd decided to become a pianist -- 

but they had the effect on him of an emotional thunderclap.  They introduced him to a lifelong precept:  that 

emotions come first, understanding later.  The Chopin Scherzi intensify the emotionalism of the concert and 

speak to another of Maestro Cohen's closely held beliefs:  music conveys emotion in a way that is beyond 

language.  

In many ways, the program for this recital surveys the arc of Maestro Cohen's career, playing music referring 

to life experiences 40 years ago interpreted, now, from the point of view of man who is very different.   

And not. 

Appointed last fall as the second artistic director in PORTLAND PIANO INTERNATIONAL’s 36-year history, 

Arnaldo Cohen takes the reins from his friend, PORTLAND PIANO INTERNATIONAL founder and now-retired 

Portland State University music professor, Harold Gray.  In bringing more than 150 of the world’s supreme 

piano artists to Portland, Mr. Gray, nearly single-handedly, built PORTLAND PIANO INTERNATIONAL into one 

of the most exciting and respected piano recital series in the nation.  The artists presented by PORTLAND 

PIANO INTERNATIONAL since its 1978 founding include Lang Lang, Murray Perahia, Angela Hewitt, 

Leon Fleischer, Richard Goode, András Schiff and Yefim Bronfman, to name just a very few, and, every 

four years since 1982, the gold medal winner of the acclaimed Van Cliburn International Piano Competition.   

 

That tradition of excellence will continue under Arnaldo Cohen’s leadership, as articulated in the 

announcement of his inaugural, 2013 / 2014 season to be made, from the stage, immediately following his 

May 5 recital.  Concertgoers will then be invited to meet Maestro Cohen at an informal reception in the 

lobbies of the Newmark Theatre. 

 

The details of Portland Piano International’s 2013/2014 season will not be released until May 5.  Maestro 

Cohen is available for in-person interview in Portland from Wednesday, May 1 through May Wednesday, 

May 7, or by telephone, by request.  Arnaldo Cohen’s Brahms recording and YouTube links to performances 

and interviews. 

 
PORTLAND PIANO INTERNATIONAL is dedicated to presenting the finest pianists in the world in recital settings 

and outreach activities for the purpose of enriching and educating our community.  Funders and sponsors include the Regional Arts 

& Culture Council, Work for Art, Oregon Arts Commission, Oregon Cultural Trust, National Endowment for the Arts, The 

Oregonian and All Classical Media.         - 30- 

http://www.cduniverse.com/productinfo.asp?pid=1062445&style=music
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=arnaldo+cohen+piano&lclk=rm:channel
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=arnaldo+cohen+piano&lclk=rm:channel

